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A City Budget Deal Is Imminent. Here's What To 

Look For 
Among the questions to be answered: How much spending will the City Council get from Mayor Bill 

de Blasio? 

June 22, 2015 

By Andrew J. Hawkins 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City Council are likely to reach a deal on the city's $77 billion-plus 

budget this week. While the negotiations leading up to the eventual announcement have stayed 

under the public's radar, insiders are eagerly awaiting answers to several key questions: 

How big will it be? The mayor has proposed $77.7 billion in spending, but omitted some things on 

the City Council's wish list. The biggest is money for 1,000 more cops, which Speaker Melissa Mark-

Viverito has said would cost $69 million in 2016 and $111 million by 2019. Mr. de Blasio has 

resisted, citing historically low crime and a desire to be fiscally prudent. But Commissioner Bill 

Bratton, who supports the call for more manpower, says a compromise is in the works. If a deal is 

reached to hire more officers, budget watchdogs look to see where the money comes from. "Will 

they show increased revenues or take it from the reserves?" asked Maria Doulis, director of city 

studies at the Citizens Budget Commission. Advocates are also seeking millions of dollars more for 

libraries and senior programs. 

Will the council get more transparency? At council hearings, Finance Committee Chairwoman Julissa 

Ferreras has repeatedly knocked the mayor's office for providing insufficient information. She 

pressed the Office of Management and Budget to be more specific about certain agencies' spending 

so the council can understand where the funds are directed on a programmatic basis. She demanded 

more details on the city's 10-year capital plan, too. The office has filled some of the requests. The 

final budget could go further. 

What impact will outstanding state issues have? Albany has yet to strike deals on two items that will 

substantially affect the city budget: the 421-a tax exemption for developers and pension disability 

benefits for cops and firefighters. Mr. de Blasio has offered up a modest boost in disability benefits 

for first responders hired since then-Gov. David Paterson vetoed a generous pension extender six 

years ago. But state lawmakers and Gov. Andrew Cuomo favor more generous pensions for those 

officers, although the bill would fall to the city. Likewise, any changes to 421-a would have to be 

reflected in the city's budget. Mr. de Blasio says 10 years' worth of 421-a projects under his plan 

would cost the city $9.9 billion in foregone tax revenue over 45 years (versus $7.1 billion if the 
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current program were continued) and would subsidize the creation of 25,500 affordable apartments 

over that same decade. 

Some watchdogs lament that lawmakers are taking advantage of higher-than-expected tax revenues 

to avoid thornier, long-term issues such as rising pension and health care costs. 

"It is such a good year economically, and revenues keep coming in higher, and no one has any 

appetite for the real reforms we should be doing," said Nicole Gelinas, a scholar at the right-leaning 

Manhattan Institute. "Most of the negotiations are just around the edges, similar to the last 

agreement between [Michael] Bloomberg and [Christian] Quinn in 2013, and similar, too, to last 

 year."


