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School Groups to N.Y.: $2.2B More, Please 
By Jon Campbell 

November 9, 2015 

ALBANY - It’s a reliable and frequent scene at the state Capitol: School groups calling on New York 

to boost education funding. 

It was no different Monday, when the state Educational Conference Board — a coalition of 

organizations representing various school interests — gathered to call on Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 

lawmakers to increase state school spending by $2.2 billion next year. 

Here’s where the circumstances differ, however: Since inflation has stayed relatively flat for much of 

the past year, the state’s property-tax cap may limit schools to keep their budgets flat next year, 

meaning they wouldn’t be able to increase their tax levy. 

Because of that, the coalition said schools will likely need extra state funds next year since they 

won’t be able to raise the money themselves. The state’s fiscal year starts April 1. 

 “School districts really need a funding formula and a funding proposal from the state this year more 

than ever that will be equitable, adequate and transparent,” said Julie Marlette, director of 

government relations for the state School Boards Association. 

The coalition, which includes groups like the state PTA, the New York State United Teachers union 

and the state Council of School Superintendents, issued six recommendations ahead of the state’s 

budget negotiations, which will kick off in January. 

The $2.2 billion -- or 9 percent -- boost would put the state’s total school aid at nearly $26 billion 

for the next fiscal year. Of that, about $434 million would go toward eliminating a series of cuts 

known as the Gap Elimination Adjustment, which was first implemented during the depths of the 

recession in 2009 and 2010. 

Under the state’s current budget projections, total education aid would increase to $24.4 billion next 

year, a $937 million increase over the current fiscal year. That number is frequently bargained 

higher, however, when lawmakers and the governor negotiate a final spending plan. 

This year, for example, the state increased school spending by $1.4 billion, a nearly 6 percent boost 

from the previous year. 

A $2.2 billion hike would cause stress on the rest of the budget, some fiscal groups warned. New 

York by far spends the most per capita on schools in the nation -- at more than $19,000 per 

student, according to U.S. Census data. 
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“That would make it very difficult to balance the rest of the budget without a tax increase,” said 

Tammy Gamerman, senior research associate with the Citizens Budget Commission, a fiscally 

conservative budget watchdog. 

Among the coalition’s other recommendations is a major change to the state’s property-tax cap, 

which limits increases in local governments’ property-tax levies to the lower of 2 percent or the rate 

of inflation. 

The school groups called on the state to drop the cap’s tie to the rate of inflation, arguing that it 

looks back at the previous 12 months rather than looking ahead — which is what schools have to do 

when they prepare their budgets. 

The cap, which was instituted in 2011, started at 2 percent, but has steadily dropped along with the 

inflation rate in recent years. The current tax cap limit for schools was 1.62 percent for budgets 

approved last May, but it is expected to fall next year. 

For example, the tax cap this year for towns and counties is 0.73 percent. 

 “Make it 2 percent,” said John Yagielski, chair of the Educational Conference Board. “Most people 

who hear about the cap, they hear the 2 percent cap — lots of people think that’s what it is.” 

The tax cap was one of Cuomo’s top priorities when he first took office in 2011 and he has been 

resistant to any significant structural changes to it. 

Cuomo has also pushed back when school groups have called for large spending increases in the 

past. The Democratic governor frequently points out that the state spends well above the national 

per-pupil average. 

 “Under Governor Cuomo, New York’s annual education investment is at an all-time high,” Cuomo 

spokesman Rich Azzopardi said in a statement. “Work on the 2016-2017 executive budget is 

ongoing.” 


