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Budget Documents not on Open Data 
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November 23, 2015 

Mayor Bill de Blasio's recently released update to the city's current budget did not provide the 

information in an open data format, despite a requirement in the city's open data law passed in 

2012.  

According to Local Law 11 of 2012, all data already on agency websites needed to be available on a 

central open data portal within one year. For example, any tabular data in agency reports needs to 

be made available in machine-readable format, which allows users to manipulate the data in a 

program like Microsoft Excel. Currently the budget data is only available in a PDF.  

Any data that could not meet this requirement needed to be included in an annual report on the 

city’s open data with a reason why it isn’t available and a projection for when it will be available. All 

data covered under the law needs to be available on the open data portal by Dec. 31, 2018.  

The open data portal exists but the budget reports are not on the portal and have not been included 

in the annual reports.  

While de Blasio celebrated open data last summer with the release of the 2015 Open Data Plan, his 

administration would not tell POLITICO New York whether these documents will be made available 

on the open data portal.  

In an email to POLITICO New York, Amy Spitalnick, a spokeswoman for the mayor, said, "Local Law 

11 provides a deadline of December 2018 for full implementation of all data. OMB is in full 

compliance."  

In multiple emails Spitalnick wouldn’t say where these reports would be made available, saying only, 

"All data required by LL11 will be posted by the December 2018 deadline." 

Whether OMB is in compliance with the law is a matter of dispute. Gale Brewer, Manhattan 

borough president and prime sponsor of Local Law 11 when she was a member of the City Council, 

told POLITICO New York that the data in the reports does fall under the law and should at least be 

in the annual report. She said that OMB is not conforming with the law.  

A call and emails to Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito's office, seeking comment on whether 

the bill drafted and passed by the Council covers the budget documents, were not returned.  

Dominic Mauro, staff attorney for Reinvent Albany and an expert on the Open Data law, said that 

"City Hall should be publishing all of the budget and budget documents in a downloadable and 

machine-readable format per the Open Data Law. The state already does this very well on the Open 

Budget NY website. It is not clear why the city is lagging on this, given the city's reputation for being 

a leader in open data and transparency."  

One budget expert said the city needs to do more than simply publishing the existing data in order 

to provide the public with useful information. “For the kinds of questions the public would be 

interested in knowing with that data, it would be more helpful to get it in the format like the Budget 

Function Analysis," said Maria Doulis, vice president of the Citizens Budget Commission. "That 

would allow you to see programmatically what an agency is spending the money on.” (The Budget 

Function Analysis is a report OMB compiles for selected agencies.)  

“In a sense it’s more important to get the budget in a more user-friendly way and to get more 

agencies presented in that kind of a way and get that to be what goes up on open data,” said Doulis.  

The Office of Management and Budget releases a wealth of budget information with its new budget 

plans in PDF format with budget line, object code, project, and unit of appropriation data within the 

agency. But the city’s open data portal’s only budget data is summary data at the agency level.  


