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PATH Fares Jump Today, see how They've 
Climbed Through the Years 
By Steven Strunsky 

October 1, 2014 

PATH fares are going up 25 cents today, with a one-way trip now setting riders back $2.75. 

The price of a one- or two-trip Metro Cards will cost riders $2.75 each way, and a SmartLink card 
for 10, 20 or 40 trips will earn riders a discounted fare of $2.10 per trip. 

The fare hike is the last of three 25-cent increases approved in 2011 by the Port Authority, with the 
consent of Gov. Chris Christie and his partner in control of the bi-state agency, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo of New York. 

The hike was approved alongside record toll increases at Port Authority bridges and tunnels, 
intended to finance a long-range capital plan amid a decline in revenues. The hike generated 
controversy not only for its size, but also for its one-day series of public hearings held at rush hour 
in remote locations, which was criticized as an attempt to discourage public input rather than solicit 
it. 

Bi-state legislation is now pending in New Jersey and New York requiring a more open hearing 
process in advance of any new toll or fare hikes. 

"Many riders will complain. But the simple truth is that the higher fare is a fairer fare." 

Like virtually all mass transit systems, the PATH is heavily subsidized, with fares paying for only 
about a quarter of the system's roughly $600 million operating budget, and the rest financed by tolls 
and other Port Authority revenue. 

The Citizens Budget Commission, a Manhattan-based watchdog group, welcomed the fare-hike — it 
mainly effects New Jersey residents commuting to jobs in New York — asserting that the PATH is 
still a cheaper way into the city than NJ Transit buses and trains, and far less expensive than ferries 
or Port Authority bridges and tunnels. 

"Many riders will complain," the citizens group said in a statement. "But the simple truth is that the 
higher fare is a fairer fare." 

 


