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Critics Say Mayor’s Plan for City’s Future Lacks 

Specifics 
By Michael Howard Saul 

April 22, 2015 

Reduce waste disposal in New York City by 90% by 2030. Lift 800,000 New Yorkers out of poverty by 2025. Ensure 

the nation’s largest city has the best air quality of any large city in the U.S. by 2030. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio released a number of lofty goals Wednesday as part of his administration’s official update to 

PlaNYC, a document initially produced by former Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s administration that serves as a 

comprehensive sustainability plan for the city’s future. 

But Mr. de Blasio’s plan—rebranded as “One New York: The Plan for a Strong and Just City”—drew criticism from 

some civic leaders and community advocates who said the document is filled with ambitious and laudable goals but 

lacks specifics on how to fund and implement them. 

“Look, I don’t blame anyone that’s cynical—I represent 8.5 million jaded people,” said Mr. de Blasio when challenged at a 

news conference in the Bronx about the ability to accomplish the goals. 

“There’s absolute and total commitment by City Hall to achieve these goals,” Mr. de Blasio said. “This is what I ran on, 

this is what I care about, this is what I believe in, this is what the people want me to do.” 

Mr. de Blasio said the 332-page document outlines the “direction we’re going to go in.” His administration plans to flesh 

out the details and the implementation strategy in the coming months, he said. 

Next month, the mayor is scheduled to release an updated budget proposal for the fiscal year that begins July 1 and 

the city’s 10-year capital plan. 

Marcia Bystryn, president of the New York League of Conservation Voters, a nonprofit, praised the mayor for laying 

out an “aspirational vision” but questioned whether there was a road map to achieve the plan’s goals. 

“The de Blasio administration should quickly follow up with an implementation plan that includes funding sources, a 

timetable, baseline indicators to track progress, and an agency responsible for implementation,” she said. 

Maria Doulis, director of city studies at the Citizens Budget Commission, a watchdog group, said Mr. de Blasio’s plan 

has “less meat on the bones” compared with the document Mr. Bloomberg produced in 2007. 

The mayor’s office sent out a news release with quotes from more than 70 elected officials, union officials and civic 

leaders praising the plan. Several of those quoted said they didn’t receive a copy of the document in advance. 
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Goals listed in the document include sending zero waste to landfills by 2030, cutting premature mortality by 25% by 

2040 and enabling the average New Yorker to reach 25% more jobs within 45 minutes by public transit. 

The plan restates the mayor’s goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2050, compared with 2005 

levels, and creating 240,000 new housing units by 2025. 

Many of the benchmarks identified in the plan extend beyond Mr. de Blasio’s time at City Hall, even if voters re-elect 

him to a second four-year term in 2017. It is unclear what benchmarks, if any, are outlined for voters to assess his 

performance in 2017, but a top aide said yearly progress reports will be published. 

Councilman Donovan Richards, a Queens Democrat who served as co-chairman of the Mayor’s Sustainability 

Advisory Board, said he believes advocates “have a right to be leery,” but he said the council would be aggressively 

pushing the mayor to make good on the goals. “There’s still a long road ahead,” he said. 


