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New York City Council Adopts Budget With 

Little Dissent 
Approval of $78.5 billion budget seen as victory for council speaker 

By Josh Dawsey 

June 26, 2015 

The New York City Council on Friday approved a $78.5 billion budget for the fiscal year that begins 

next week, ending the annual debate about city spending with markedly less divisiveness than 

Albany’s end-of-session wrangling. 

Members of the council and some political observers described this year’s budget deal as a 

significant victory for Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, who succeeded in getting nearly 1,300 

new police officers, enough funding for six-day library service citywide and money to establish a bail 

fund for low-income inmates who can’t post their own. 

But some financial watchdogs raised questions about the spending levels. The newly adopted 

budget for the fiscal year that begins Wednesday is up $8.5 billion, or 12%, compared with the 

budget adopted in June 2013 during former Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s last year in office. 

Some questioned whether spending $170 million on more officers was a good idea, given how 

Mayor Bill de Blasio and his aides have touted historically low crime levels. 

“New York isn’t in trouble at the moment,” said former New York Lt. Gov. Richard Ravitch. “But I 

don’t think the long-term revenues are necessarily justified.” 

Michael Dardia, co-director of research at the nonpartisan Citizens Budget Commission and a 

former deputy director of the city’s Office of Management and Budget, said the additional spending 

was concerning because it was growing quickly. 

“Twelve percent in two years is a huge number. It’s always easier to spend more money when you 

have more money coming in,” he said. “It’s an added risk to the city’s fiscal health because there is 

going to be a recession at some point.” 

Mr. Ravitch said the city needs to consider long-term costs, like pension and health care, when 

budgeting. The city’s spending decisions have largely won praise from ratings firms since Mr. de 

Blasio took office, and the mayor has been applauded for resisting calls from police and firefighter 

unions to grant a more lucrative contract. 
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Asked to respond to the criticism, Amy Spitalnick, a spokeswoman for the mayor’s budget office, 

said, “Budget monitors have affirmed fiscal responsibility as a foundation of this administration.” 

Ms. Spitalnick said the city’s reserves are at “unprecedented levels.” 

The council’s negotiations with the mayor’s administration were less contentious than in years past, 

in part, because the city is flush with cash and the speaker and the mayor are largely aligned 

ideologically. This year, the council voted on the budget during the light of day, compared with last 

year when voting began after midnight and ended at 1:20 a.m. 

On Friday afternoon, Ms. Mark-Viverito walked around the chamber, hugging staffers as members 

voted. Only one of the council’s 51 members, Councilwoman Inez Barron, voted against the budget. 

Ms. Barron, a Brooklyn Democrat, said more police officers was a “fatal flaw.” 

Ms. Mark-Viverito, a Manhattan Democrat, said the budget was a terrific example of the city’s 

priorities. 

Since Mr. de Blasio took office, the city has signed contracts with most of the city’s labor unions, 

something Mr. Bloomberg didn’t do in the final years of his tenure. This year, the city is funding a 

spate of new initiatives, including an additional $100 million to combat homelessness. The city’s 

homeless population is near record highs. 


