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CBC UNVEILS ONLINE “BUDGET NAVIGATOR” – A FREE INTERACTIVE TOOL 

ENABLING THE PUBLIC TO TRACK THE NEW YORK CITY AND STATE BUDGETS 
 
New York, NY – April 23, 2012 – The Citizens Budget Commission (CBC) today unveiled a free 
interactive tool – called the CBC Budget Navigator – created to enable members of the public to 
easily track the budgets of New York City and New York State governments. The CBC Budget 
Navigator – available at http://www.cbcny.org/summary – permits individuals to examine the 
revenues and expenses of either government, or any major department within the government, to 
determine levels of funding in recent years, analyze trends, and see how that funding compares with 
other departments and services. The funding of a particular department can also be viewed as a share 
of the total budget.  
 
“Transparency is essential to the monitoring of government,” said CBC President Carol Kellermann. 
“What the CBC Budget Navigator does is make government financial data more easily accessible to 
the public and more responsive to their specific interests than ever before.” 
 
The CBC Budget Navigator makes financial data on the two governments just a few clicks away. The 
data can be downloaded, and the resulting charts can be stored for future use and reference. The data 
will also be updated regularly, as new budgets or alterations are adopted.  
 
With this tool, any New Yorker can choose between the two governments and then select either the 
revenue or expense side of the budget. Using the drop-down menu, one might select, for instance, 
“General Government” for New York City and then a subcategory such as “Pension Contributions”. 
With the click of a button, the Budget Navigator will create a line chart representing the dollar 
amount for “Pension Contributions” for the years 2008 to 2012. Hovering one’s mouse over the 
vertices of the line chart will reveal the dollar amount for each particular year. The Navigator also 
generates a pie chart of the total budget, revealing what portion of the expense budget “Pension 
Contributions” comprises.  
 
To examine multiple categories, one need only return to the drop-down menu, select another 
category, and click the “Add” button and “Update my chart”. One can add or remove as many 
budget categories as desired. The directions are easy, the combinations endless, and the generated 
results hand-tailored. 
 
“The CBC Budget Navigator makes it possible for any New Yorker to be his or her own budget 
watchdog,” said Maria Doulis, CBC Director of City Studies. “With this tool, New Yorkers can track 
the financial data that matters most to them, keeping an eye on the government departments or 
services of greatest interest.”   
 
Founded in 1932, the Citizens Budget Commission is a nonpartisan, nonprofit civic organization devoted to influencing 

constructive change in the finances and services of New York City and New York State governments. 
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